
Weddings in the church's building?

Since weddings in the church's building are not specifically mentioned in the Bible (approved or disapproved), we must decide:

1.Can we do anything that the Bible doesn't condemn (specifically, or in


principle), or

2.Can we only do those things that are authorized (generically, or


specifically) by God's word

Consider Col 3:17, Gen 6:14, II Tim 3:16-17, Josh 6:3-5, 10

What is the work of the local church?

1.
Teach Phil 4:15-16, Acts 20:7 authorizes a building just like it does a tent

2.
Assemble I Cor 14:23, Heb 10:25 authorizes a building

3.
Benevolence I Tim 5:16, Acts 6:2-3 authorizes a building

Do weddings come under any of these categories or any other Bible category?

Arguments given in favor of weddings in the building

A.
Marriage is ordained of God


1.
Wedding ceremony not the same as marriage


2.
The following are ordained of God



a.
Sexual relationship I Cor 7:3-5 - if marriage is ordained of God,




what about having the honeymoon in the building?



b.
Recreation Eph 5:29 - gym?



c.
Work Eph 4:28 - business?



d.
Eating I Tim 4:1-4 - banquets?



e.
Government Rom 13:1 - inauguration?



f.
Taking care of orphans James 1:27 - Childhaven orphan's home?


3.
The question is, "are wedding ceremonies ordained for the church to



do?"  The wedding ceremony is individual, social, civil, and for some,



religious.

B.
There is a sermon in the ceremony


1.
We had a prayer before my high school baseball games.


2.
What if we had prayer at the town meeting?


3.
A sermon is part of a baccalaureate service.

C.
Incidental use of building like talking after services


permission, invitations, announcing, rehearsal, decorating, ceremony

D.
No authority for the building anyway


1.
See "What is the work of the local church?" above


2.
If there is no authority, then we will be lost for having a building


3.
Christians met in homes (Rom 16:5) and temple (Acts 2:46)

E.
The building is there and available - for banquets too

Is a wedding ceremony the work of the local church?  If so, we ought to have them in the building, if not, we shouldn't.

II Tim 3:16-17 Please give verse authorizing (general or specific) having a


wedding in the church's building.


