
Acts 2:38

Gift From Holy Spirit, or Holy Spirit Is The Gift ?
"gift of the Holy Ghost" has 2 possible meanings:

•
gift Holy Ghost gives (as in “salvation is a gift of God” - Ephesians 2:8)

•
the Holy Ghost itself is the gift

"gift of money" (everyday illustration) – money is the gift
"gift of his inheritance" - Ezekiel 46:17 – the inheritance is the gift
The following verses prove the Holy Ghost himself is the gift:

Acts 5:32 so is also the HG, whom God hath given to them that obey him

Luke 11:13 give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him
Romans 5:5 the Holy Ghost which is given unto us
I Thessalonians 4:8 hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit
I John 3:24 the Spirit which he hath given us
So the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38 is the Holy Ghost himself.  It is like the baptism of the Holy Spirit in that people receive the Holy Spirit himself, but it is different in that it doesn’t enable that person to perform miracles.  It is not the miraculous gift.  This we will now proceed to prove.
Acts 2:38 Not Equal To Acts10:45/Miraculous
The “gift of the HG" in Acts 2:38 is conditioned upon water baptism:
repent → baptized → ... → receive gift of Holy Ghost
that is, this "gift of the HG" cannot be received before water baptism.

The miraculous “gift of the HG" in Acts 10:45 was received by Cornelius and his household before they were baptized in water (verses 46-48):
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.  Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord …

Therefore the “gift of the Holy Ghost” in Acts 2:38 cannot be the same as the miraculous “gift of the Holy Ghost” in Acts 10:45.

If a person can get the Acts 2:38 “gift of the Holy Ghost” (which is conditioned upon baptism) before he is baptized, then that same person could get the remission of sins (which is also conditioned upon baptism by Acts 2:38) before he is baptized!
Not All Christians Received The Miraculous
But All Christians Received This Gift Of The HG
Romans 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established
I Corinthians 12:29-30 Are all apostles?  are all prophets?  are all teachers?  are all workers of miracles?  Have all the gifts of healing?  do all speak with tongues?  do all interpret?
Nobody receives the miraculous gift today:
I Corinthians 13:10 Charity never faileth:  but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.
the Miraculous Gift was for only a select few, only at that time
Luke 11:13
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children:  how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

Who is promised the Holy Ghost according to Luke 11:13?  Those that ask him, that is, all those who become Christians (not just a select few – like the miraculous).  This verse applies to everybody just like Luke 11:9-10 and Matthew 7:7-14 do.

How do you ask God for the Holy Ghost?  The same way you ask God for salvation:

•
Acts 22:16 ask (call upon) God to wash away sins by being baptized

•
Acts 2:38 ask God for remission of sins by repenting & being baptized

•
Acts 2:38 ask God for the Holy Ghost by repenting and being baptized

John 7:38-39
He that believeth on me, as the scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive …
Who gets the Holy Ghost according to John 7:39?  Twice it says those that believe on him, that is, all those who become Christians then and now (not just a select few - like the miraculous).

John 7:38-39

Universal, or Just To A Select Few ?
Are these passages in John universal, or just to a select few?:

John 3:18 He is that believeth on him is not condemned
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life
John 5:24 He that … believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life
John 6:35 he that believeth on me shall never thirst
John 6:47 He that believeth on me hath everlasting life
John 7:38-39 He that believeth on me … out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive
John 11:25 he that believeth in me, … yet shall he live
All of these passages are universal to all Christians, correct ?
Acts 2:38
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sin, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
This verse details:

•
two commands to be obeyed







•
two promises to be received

Each and every person who meets both conditions will receive both blessings ...  everybody!

Acts 2:39 says this “promise is unto … as many as the Lord our God shall call.”  That would include people who are called by the gospel (II Thess 2:14) today, wouldn’t it?  But the miraculous gifts are not still operational today, are they?

If we don’t receive the Holy Spirit today when we repent and are baptized, how do we know that we receive the remission of sins today when we repent and are baptized?  Indeed, that is the dispensationalist’s argument on water baptism.
Acts 5:32
And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
This verse has three clauses:

•
And we are his witnesses of these things
•
and so is also the Holy Ghost
•
whom God hath given to them that obey him
(some erroneously insert "witnesses"/miraculous into the third clause, but it isn't there)

Who gets the Holy Ghost according to Acts 5:32?  Those who obey him (same as Hebrews 5:9 - Jesus is "the author of salvation unto all them that obey him"), that is, all those who become Christians (not just a select few - like the miraculous).

Acts 5:32 cannot refer to the miraculous:

· The gift of the Holy Ghost in Acts 5:32 is conditioned upon obedience:  ... the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him
· The miraculous “gift of the Holy Ghost" in Acts 10:45 was received by Cornelius and his household before they obeyed the gospel (before they were baptized in water, verses 46-48).

Romans 5:5
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

Who is the “us” given the HG according to Rom 5:5?  Those who:

•
are justified by faith,  v.1

•
have peace with God through Christ,  v.1

•
have access into grace,  v.2

•
rejoice in hope,  v.2

•
have hope that maketh not ashamed,  v.5

•
have the love of God ... in their hearts,  v.5

•
have been justified by his blood,  v.9

•
will be saved from wrath through him,  v.9

•
were reconciled to God,  v.10

•
will be saved by his life,  v.10

Just a select few (like the miraculous), or all Christians?
I Corinthians 6:18-19
Flee fornication.  Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you …
What is Paul's simple argument here?:

The Christian's "body is the temple of the Holy Ghost."  Therefore don't defile the Holy Spirit's temple by sinning with/against the body.

I take it when we fall away, the Holy Spirit (God's "seal" of approval) has to leave us.

Verse 19 says “the HG ... is in you.”  Many Christians don’t really believe the Holy Ghost is actually in them.
I Corinthians 12:13
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been ALL made to drink into one Spirit.

This verse considers three different things all involving the "one" concept:
1.
by (through the teaching of) one Spirit are we all (water) baptized

2.
into one body

3.
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit

#3 is not the same as #1

("and" separates the two)

drink into one Spirit:

•
"drink" is a metaphor  (like – it is "pouring" rain outside)

•
"Spirit" is literal

All those who have been baptized, All Christians, have received the HS, when they were baptized into the body/church (ref. Acts 2:38).

Galatians 4:6
Because Ye Are Sons
The personal indwelling of the HS is given "because ye are sons":

Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts ...
(compare to Rom 8:15)
But the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit is not conditioned upon being a son, being baptized, being obedient:

•
Cornelius received the miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost before he was a son, before he was baptized (Acts 10:47), before he completed his obedience.

•
I Samuel 19:15,20,21,23,24 King Saul and his messengers had a miraculous measure of the Spirit and prophesied, even though they were plotting to slay David (God's chosen), and even though Saul lay down naked all day and night.

Therefore Galatians 4:6 cannot refer to the miraculous !

Galatians 4:5-7
God hath sent forth the Spirit ... into
Only A Select Few Or Each And Every Christian ?

verse 5  we might receive the adoption of sons
verse 6  because ye are sons
verse 7  no more a servant, but a son
verse 7  heir of God through Christ
Ephesians 1:13-14
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:  in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, ...

This passage says we were sealed with the Holy Spirit, said Holy Spirit being an earnest ("first installment, deposit, down payment, pledge" - Bauer) until we receive heaven.

NKJV:

II Corinthians 1:22 who also has sealed us and given us the spirit in our hearts as a deposit (earnest, KJV).

II Cor 5:5 ... who also has given us the spirit as a guarantee (earnest, KJV).

So the Holy Spirit (the earnest; what God seals us "with") is given to us.

Who is promised the Holy Spirit according to these 3 passages?  All Christians!  So these 3 passages prove that all Christians are given the Holy Spirit (not just a select few - like the miraculous).

I Thessalonians 4:8
He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.

Who is promised the HS by I Thess 4:8?  Those of "us":

who are not to despise man (v.8) by defrauding our brother in any matter (v.6), but instead are to show brotherly love (v.9), For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness (v.7)

In other words, all Christians !

This passage teaches that all Christians are given the Holy Spirit (not just a select few - like the miraculous).

Titus 3:5-6
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ ...

NASV - ... renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ ...
NIV - ... renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ ...
NKJV - ... renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ ...
The Holy Ghost is what is poured out from God.  The Holy Ghost is the element of the pouring, not the one doing the pouring.

Who is promised the Holy Ghost according to Titus 3:6?  Those who are:

•
saved according to His mercy, v.5

•
justified by His grace, v.7

•
made heirs ... of eternal life, v.7

all Christians!  (not just a select few - like the miraculous)
I John 3:24
And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.  And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

Who is given the HS according to I John 3:24?:

•
those whose prayers are answered, v.22

•
those who dwell in God and He in them, v.24

all Christians !

This passage teaches all Christians are given the Holy Spirit (not just a select few – like the miraculous).

I John 4:13
Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.

Who is promised the Holy Spirit according to I John 4:13?  Those who:

•
dwell in God and He in them, v.13

•
can have boldness in the day of judgment, v.17

all Christians !

This passage teaches all Christians are given the Holy Spirit (not just a select few – like the miraculous).
I John 4:13

Apostles Only ?

Looking at the context …

v.7 are the apostles the only ones that are supposed to love one another?

v.9 are the apostles the only ones that live through Christ?

v.10 does God only love the apostles?

v.10 is Jesus the propitiation for the apostles’ sins only?

v.11 are the apostles the only ones that are supposed to love one another?

v.12 are the apostles the only ones God dwells in?

v.15 are the apostles the only ones that God dwells in if they confess Jesus?

v.16 are the apostles the only ones that dwell in God and He in them?

v.17 are the apostles the only ones that can have boldness in the day of judgment?

v.19 are the apostles the only ones that love God because he first loved us?
The Personal Indwelling Of The Holy Spirit
What Do I Mean ?
Proposition:  The Scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit dwells personally in faithful Christians, and not just through the word.

In case my proposition doesn't make it clear, I believe:

•
By definition, the Holy Spirit dwells in us representatively through the word, when and to the extent we purposely obey his teaching found in His word.  Eph 5:18b teaches such.

•
The Holy Spirit also dwells in faithful Christians personally.

What do we mean by “personal” indwelling? → President Bush could negotiate with Iraq through a representative (like Condoleezza Rice), or Mr. Bush could go to Iraq himself in person to negotiate.

Ephesians 5:18b

"Be Filled With The Spirit" Teaches Dwelling Thru The Word

How do I know Ephesians 5:18b teaches a dwelling through the word, and is not the personal indwelling?
→
Two Reasons:

•
Col 3:16 is parallel - "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly" obviously teaches us to let the word dwell in us.  We do that by obeying the word's teaching – the representative indwelling.  Since the Spirit revealed the word, to the extent we obey the word we are letting the Spirit dwell in us.

•
... the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a promise.  Therefore, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit cannot be obeyed.  Ephesians 5:18 cannot be a reference to the personal indwelling (because it entails a command to be obeyed, ptd), but it can be a representative indwelling ... You cannot use Acts 2:38 and Ephesians 5 to teach the same thing. (M.Fox)
Promise To Be Received, Not Command To Be Obeyed
Guy N. Woods  (in debate versus Benjamin Franklin, 1974):

•
He argues the baptism in the Spirit is commanded as an essential. ... There is not one word of truth in that.  It was a promise.

•
He had nowhere told them that baptism in the Holy Spirit is a command.  It is always a promise.
•
Holy Spirit baptism was a promise and nowhere in the Bible is identifiable as a command; whereas, water baptism is a command
Harold Sain  (in debate versus Albert Batts, 1965):

•
Friends, the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit was promised to the Apostles, and you cannot obey a promise.  No one was ever commanded to be baptized of the Holy Spirit.
Jim Deason  (debate chart):

1.
Holy Spirit baptism was a promise, not a command
2.
Promises cannot be obeyed
3.
To "be filled with the Spirit" (Eph 5:18) was a command
4.
Therefore, to "be filled with the Spirit" in Eph 5:18 is not HS baptism
Apply the same reasoning to the (non-miraculous) personal indwelling of the HS.  It is always stated as a promise to be received, not a command to be obeyed.
Ephesians 5:18
Promise To Be Received, Not Command To Be Obeyed
These verses promise the Holy Ghost himself:

Luke 11:13  give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him
John 7:39  the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive
Acts 5:32  the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him
Romans 5:5  the Holy Ghost which is given unto us
I Thessalonians 4:8  hath also given unto us his holy Spirit
I John 3:24  the Spirit which he hath given us
These verses all promise the Holy Ghost, therefore they cannot be talking about the indwelling through the word; the indwelling through the word (like in Eph 5:18 / Col 3:16) is a command to be obeyed. 
Colossians 3:16
Command To Be Obeyed, Not A Promise To Be Received

We are letting “the word of Christ dwell in you richly” when we obey God, when we are meeting the conditions required in order to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost:
John 7:39  the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive

Acts 2:38 repent, and be baptized … & ye shall receive the gift of the HG
Acts 5:32  the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him

John 7:39 if believe, get Holy Spirit

Acts 2:38 if repent and be baptized, get Holy Ghost

Acts 5:32 if obey, get Holy Ghost

Letting the word of Christ dwell in us is equivalent to obeying God’s word, and is not the same as receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, which is given to us as a reward because we obey God’s word.
Acts 2:41, 38

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized … Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized … for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the HS.

The representative indwelling (receiving the word) begins before water baptism, but the personal indwelling is conditioned upon (comes after) water baptism.

Therefore they can’t refer to the same thing.
Does The Representative Indwelling

Rule Out The Personal Indwelling ?

If Satan can dwell in people representatively – Revelation 2:13:

I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is:  and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

And Satan can also dwell in people personally – Luke 8:27ff:

And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, …  For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man … And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name?  And he said Legion:  because many devils were entered into him. … Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine …

Why couldn’t the Holy Spirit do the same ?
 Doesn’t The Holy Spirit Dwell In The Christian Representatively,
Just Like The Father And Son Do ?
Christ dwells in our hearts only BY FAITH – Ephesians 3:17:
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith …

This is not said of the Holy Spirit.

God dwells in us representatively through the Holy Spirit, which dwells in us personally – Ephesians 2:22:

In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Like President Bush negotiated with Iraq representatively through Condoleezza Rice who negotiated with Iraq personally.  Bush was able to negotiate representatively because Rice was there in person.
Likewise, for God to dwell in us representatively “through” another person, that person would have to dwell in us personally, right?  According to the scriptures, that person is the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:26-27
One Thing The Spirit Does Separate And Apart From the Word
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:  for we know not what we should pray for as we ought:  but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

Romans 8:9,11 is in the same context:

· the Spirit of God dwell in you

· by his Spirit that dwelleth in you

The Holy Spirit makes intercession for us "with groanings which cannot be uttered."

THE WORD DOES NOT DO THAT.
Why Was This Position Dreamed Up In The First Place ?

Here is how one of its advocates (Bruce Curd) put it:

... more importantly, this understanding of the statement (Acts 2:39) offers not one scintilla of support for the egregiously false blunderings of Pentecostalists and their supporters

My first response to this is that a doctrinal point is either true or not true based on its own merits.  We should never believe something because it may make it easier to answer a particular false teaching.  I like how one preacher (Mac Deaver) put it:  I am not going to surrender one God-given truth in order to make it easier on any of us in our debates with Neo-Pentecostals and Calvinists.  That is not the right approach.
Secondly, the charge is simply not true.  The "personal indwelling" view does not effect the discussion of passages that tell the duration of the gifts, like I Corinthians 13 and Zechariah 13.  To the contrary, my experience has been that it is far easier to debate Pentecostals when they don't sense that you are just dodging the obvious meaning of the indwelling passages.
Doesn't Make Sense ?
Some things don't make sense to my opponent. Since he doesn't understand how something can be so, he chooses not to believe what God said about it.

He reminds me of those that reject the resurrection because they can't figure out what happens at the resurrection if many sharks eat one body in the ocean.

He needs to remember Isaiah 55:8-9:

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

My opponent sounds a lot like Naaman in II Kings 5:11-12.  It didn't make sense to him why Elisha wanted him to wash in the Jordan river 7 times, so at first he refused to do it.

He needs to be more like Abraham in Hebrews 11:17-19.  Abraham didn't correctly understand how God could raise up seed from a sacrificed (dead) Isaac, but he trusted / believed, and did what God said anyway.

Since God said that he "gives" the Holy Ghost to the believer; I believe it.  Whether or not I can explain it, is not even relevant !
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