The Christian and the Government


I.
The subject of the Christian’s responsibilities is fraught with emotion that can cloud the reason.   When a government is benevolent we desire to do all in our power to protect it, but when it is despotic, we desire fervently its fall. We must “render unto Caesar” the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s.   (Matt. 22:21) We cannot rely on our emotions to determine the truth, therefore, we should strive to lay aside those emotions and study what God has to say.  One thing on which we may wholly rely is that God’s way is righteousness, and it is the only acceptable way.    Much of our understanding of the Lord’s actions in the realm of government is derived from the Old Testament which was written for our learning and admonition (Rom. 15:4;   I Cor. 10:11).
II.          Some understanding of terms that are to be used is necessary to our discussion:

A.
Government:  The ruling authority of a country, whether good or evil, whether democratic, monarchal, dictatorial, or despotic, are referred to in New Testament scripture as:

1.
“The higher powers”  Rom. 13:1;   “Rulers; Authorities”  Luke 12:11; Rom. 13:3  (Note that Nero was probably ruler when Romans was written.)

2. 
“The king”   I Pet. 2:13;   or his “governors”   I Pet. 2:14
3.
“Caesar”   Mark 12:17;  Luke 20:25
B.
Christian:  One who is in Christ (Gal. 3:26-29),  an obedient child of God  (Phil. 2:12-16); (Not included is that host of people who claim to be “Christian” but have not obeyed the will of God.)

C.          Murder and Vengeance:
1.
Murder: (our term for the “kill” in the Ten Commandments):  To cause the death of someone either by premeditation, negligence, or by accident.  Numbers 35:15-31
2.
Vengeance:  The application of due justice legally upon one who has sinned;  The sentence of the murderer is death.   Gen. 9:6;  Num. 35:15f.   (Incidentally: There is a difference in killing a man and killing an animal as seen in Gen. 9:6)
III.         The existence and function of Government

A.
God decrees the time and location of the kingdoms of the Earth   Acts 17:22-28; Rom. 13:1  Examples: Egypt,
Rom. 9:17; Ex. 9:13f
Assyria,   Isaiah 10:5; 
Chaldea,  Hab. 1:5,  Dan. 4:4-18;  
Jere. 27:1-7
Medes,     Jere. 51:11
(All of these nations were very wicked, but they were raised up to serve the purpose of God, although it was quite unknown to them.      (The Lord was and is in control.).

B.
For what purposes does God raise them up?

1.
Domestic purposes

a.           To protect the righteous Rom. 3:3-4
b.           To avenge evil doers      Rom. 13:4
2.
International purposes

a.
To discipline, punish, or destroy nations that are often less wicked than themselves, and to be punished or destroyed in their turn, that justice may be done.    Isaiah 10:5-19;    Hab. 1:5-11; Exod. 9:16; 14:26-31
b.
To make clear to the eyes of the seeing that the Lord God rules in the affairs of men, punishing the wicked and rewarding the righteous.  Rom. 9:22-24; Dan. 4:4-18; 5:20-30;  Hos. 10:12-15
IV.         The obligation of the Christian to the government

A.          Pray for the government, and all rulers;  I Tim. 2:12
B.
Obey the laws of man not only to escape persecution, but also to have a clear conscience before God,  Rom. 13:3-5; I Pet. 2:13-15 (An exception is a law that conflicts with the Law of God: Acts 5:28-29; 4:19  )

C.
Pay taxes, not because governments are righteous and good, but rather because they are in God’s service.  
Rom. 13:5-6; Mat. 22:21  (This command was given during the reign of Nero, one of the most wicked and despotic of men in all history.)

D.          Render honor to the leaders since they are in God’s service.   Rom. 13:7;  I Pet. 2:17
(A great problem we have in this country is the lack of respect for authority, a constant belittling of those in office)  by cartoons, jokes, and general murmuring.  We must not do this and we must teach our children to give authorities the proper respect.  See Acts 23:2-5)

E.
Not to engage in the rebellious activities that would try to change the government, as demonstrations, sit-ins, riots and such like.   Proverbs 24:21-22   (The government is ordained of God, and we are meddling with Him if we take it on our selves to overthrow it.  He alone chooses the time and place of the nations.  Acts 17:26-27;   Jere. 27:1-7)
F.
But what about a Christian and the taking of vengeance?     Before we try to answer that question, we need to understand some more facts about the Lord and governments.
V.          The control of God over the all governments.  Psa. 97:1;  I Tim. 6:15
A.
The outcome of a war is of Jehovah, it is not an accident of history.  We see this clearly in the Old Testament where the Lord, as it were, pulls back the curtain so that we might perceive His rule in the affairs of men.

1.           The Lord does rule:  Dan. 4:17;  Isa. 10:5ff;  Hab. 1:5-11; Jere. 27:5-7; Acts 17:24-28
2.
The Lord can and does change the outcome of conflicts and wars in ways that are totally unexpected and not miraculous. Judges 4:7; 5:20-22;  Esther 6:1ff
B.          The battle is not determined by the strength of armies, but by the will of God.  Rev. 17:12-17
1.           Not by numbers, power, horses, (or atom bombs, tanks and aircraft) is a nation assured victory.   Psa.
33:13-18;  Psa. 20:7;  Isa. 30:15; Deut. 32:30;  Josh. 23:10
2.
The only way to victory and safety is in the fear and respect of the Lord;   Pro. 14:32-34;   Isa. 31:1; Psalms 127:1;  Josh. 23:4
3.
The Lord in His wisdom, longsuffering, and justice decides when there is too much evil, not enough good for a nation to continue;  Gen. 15:12-19;  Dan. 5:25
C.          Consider what the Word teaches concerning an individual caught up in the turmoil of warring wicked nations;  
 
  Isa. 8:9-13; Mat. 10:28;  I Pet. 3:8-16; 4:16;  Rev. 2:10; Rev. 3:10 (Do not forget that God is in control!)

1. The only thing that will save a nation, or prolong its existence is the presence of righteous persons;  
Gen. 18:22-33;  II Kings 22:16-20,  Jere. 5:1
2.
The Lord does not reveal to us His decision about the fate of a nation so we may not make an informed opinion until the conflicts are over.   Deut. 29:29
VI.
The government and vengeance on individual evil doers (Rom. 13:4;  I Pet. 2:13-14) and upon evil nations as, unknown to them, God directs them.

A.
“He beareth not the sword in vain”  (Rom. 13:3-4) indicates that the Lord decrees that persons are to be put to death for such sins as murder

1. God has decreed that man execute vengeance on murderers:  Gen. 9:6
2.
If a nation begins to decay and becomes lax in obeying this command of God, the land (nation) is said by the Lord to be polluted;  Num. 35:29-34
B.
When a nation is referred to by The Lord as “the rod in my hand”; “the ax with which I hew” (Isa. 10) it is indicated that this nation is an agent for God’s vengeance against another nation.

1.
When the Lord begins to use a nation to subdue others, it is usually a sign that that nation itself is in God’s sight wicked. Isa. 10:5ff;  47:6-11
2.
Though they are doing the will of God, yet they are guilty;   Hab. 1:5ff   (This is also true when the Lord uses a wicked man to execute His will in vengeance:   I K. 14:7f;  16:7)
3. 
When the Lord has used a nation to punish others, punishment to that nation soon follows; Remember the

Syrians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Medes and Persians.(Jere.27:1-7)
VII.       The child of God and vengeance, either on the individual or in an army against another nation

A.
God’s children and vengeance under the Old Law:     God’s children were then a physical nation with physical borders in which they had total authority.  They were commanded to avenge:
1. Individuals: The law of the avenger of blood.  Num. 35:9-34
2. Nations:  When God sent His people against another nation, He specified the time and the nation.  I Sam.
15:1-3   Whenever David went against another nation, he first asked of God for specific directions. 
(Ex I Sam. 30:7)  (He almost erred in the case of Nabal but he credited the Lord with the sending of Abigail to deter him.  (I Sam. 25:25-32))

3.
The children of God had a law against killing but were required to avenge killers.       (As   we have seen in Num. 35:29-34)

4.
Is this the only way that God carried out His vengeance?    No, for we see that the Lord often executed vengeance through the acts of:

a. Wicked men:   I Kings 14:7-11; 16:7.  This way of dealing with wicked men using other wicked men continues on through the kings of Israel.

b. Wicked kings: Examples we have seen are Hab. 1, Isa 10, and others.
B.
God’s children under the New Law now separate from and in --*all governments:

1. Must not kill;

2. But rather must:

a.
Love, pray for, help their enemies.  Mat. 5:43-45; 
b.
Not even harbor anger toward another: Mat. 5:21 
c.
Not return evil for evil:  Rom. 12:17
d.
Turn the other cheek: Mat. 5:39
e.
Not avenge ourselves Rom. 12:18-21 or the Kingdom Luke 22:38; 49, Mat. 26:52
f.
Love our neighbor as ourselves Mat. 22:34-40;   Rom. 13:8-10
(1)
OT:  Love neighbor, i.e., another Israelite  Levi. 19:18;  Isa. 52:11
(2)
NT:  Love neighbor, i.e., even enemies   Luke 10:25-37:  Mat. 22:34-40
C.
God’s will with respect to vengeance in this age:  A study of Rom. 12:9-13:10   (Scriptures are in italics, emphasis mine (PHH))

Romans 12:9   Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 10In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another; in honor preferring one another; 11in diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing stedfastly in prayer; 13communicating to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. 14Bless them that persecute you; bless, and curse not. 15Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with them that weep. 16Be of the same mind one toward another. Set not your mind on high things, but condescend to things that are lowly. Be not wise in your own conceits. 17Render to no man evil for evil. Take thought for things honorable in the sight of all men.   18If it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at peace with all men.     19Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of God: for it is written, Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord.   20But if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. 21Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
(Question: If God wills that vengeance be carried out, but His children cannot do it, how will it be done? Continue reading into the 13th chapter.)
Rom 13:1Let every soul be in subjection to the higher powers: for there is  no  power  but  of  God;  and  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God.
2Therefore he that resisteth the power, withstandeth the ordinance of God: and they that withstand shall receive to themselves judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil.   And wouldest thou have no fear of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise from the same: 4for he is a minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is a minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil. 
5Wherefore ye must needs be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 6For this cause ye pay tribute also; for they are  ministers  of  God’s  service,  attending  continually  upon  this  very  thing.  7Render to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.
Veangence belongs to God which He will execute through the government and by using sinners, but we have no part in it as we see as we continue on in the 13 chapter.
8Owe no man anything, save to love one another: for he that loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the law. 9For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not covet, and if there be any other command-ment, it is summed up in this word, namely,  Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 10Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: love therefore is the fulfilment of the law.
(Since the Lord has now commanded His children to have no part in His vengeance, He uses evil men to do His vengeance today, as He did much of the time under the OT.   Our mission is to save every individual everywhere, not to avenge evils.  The Lord has shown that He is in control and will take care of avenging evil. Let us believe in Him and trust Him to accomplish this work.)
VIII.      Should not a person appreciate all that this country has meant to us in freedom and protection?  If so, how may a person support this country against all oppression of enemies?

A.
The Word of God makes it abundantly clear that having one righteous, obedient soul protects the nation much more than hundreds of soldiers and armament.    Let it be repeated:   one righteous soul does more to protect a nation against falling more than any amount of military men and equipment.   Ten righteous souls would have saved all the cities of the plain in the time of Sodom.  Gen. 18:22-33;  Psa. 33:8-22
B.
Joining the body of evil men that God uses to execute His vengeance means one less righteous person that would have possibly saved the nation.   We must not do “evil that, that good may come”. Rom. 3:8
C.
The use of evil men to accomplish God’s will is made clear by God’s Word in many instances. Examples:

1.
God raised up, used Pharoah to accomplish His will, and then destroyed him for that very act.  Rom. 9; Exo. 9
2.
God used “Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the Jews” to do His will in crucifying Jesus, and held them guilty for the act. Acts 4:27-28,. Acts 2:36
3.
This principle of God’s use of men is made clear in considering the parable of the potter and the clay.
Jere. 18:1-12; and a similar simile in II Tim 2:19-22.   If a man presents himself to God as high quality,  pure clay, he will be used for honorable uses, else He will use him for dishonorable purposes.

4.
This is fair and just, since we decide what kind of material we present to God, and he makes of us the best that can be made of that material.  He certainly has the power and the right, since He made us, He has given us every blessing (James 1:17-18) that has sustained us.   It is only right that He turns our actions, whether good or evil, to accomplish His purposes.
XIV.      The “Selective Service Draft” may sometime reinstated.   Even now, all young men are required to register at age 18.   What options are open to the young man that cannot conscientiously have part in war?

A.
We are blessed to be in a country that allows a person who is conscientiously opposed to combatant or military service to make that plea.   (Not someone who, though not against combatant service, just decides that a given war is immoral.   In essence, since God is in control, he claims greater knowledge than God!)

D.
It is the duty of “Selective Service” to make a person prove his contention of conscientious objection. Their methods may seem very harsh, but are necessary.  One who merely pleads conscientious objection to avoid service needs to be identified.

E.
A Christian should be submissive and cooperate in every way that does not violate God’s Laws.  The government may require that he perform menial tasks for which he receives meager compensation in place of military service. (Rom. 13:1-9)

F.
If the plea is rejected, does a Christian “have to go”?     No! A Christian must not do anything to violate his conscience.   It may mean being persecuted, put in prison, or worse..   Being in prison for obedience to the Lord is not at all dishonorable.  See II Tim. 1:8; I Pet. 4:15-16, Mat. 5:10
IX.        Some thoughts and questions on a Christian and Carnal Warfare
1.
May a Christian fight for any government under which he serves?    If so, since God’s Kingdom includes people of all nations, then Christians may fight Christians.
2.
How may one discern which nation God is using against the other nation?    The word of God completely furnishes us unto every good work, but does not reveal to us His will in the political realm.    One may be found fighting against God!
3.
May a Christian fight for the “right” side?   Which government is right?   Would it be right to fight against a government that killed thousands of persons, and fight for a government that allowed and encouraged the killing of millions of unborn children, and further, protected and encouraged sodomy?
4.
God used wicked men and wicked governments to execute His vengeance and yet held them guilty.   How may one partake and not be guilty?
5.
Does taking part in the work God reserves for the wicked help increase the number of righteous souls that could save the nation?  (Gen. 18:22f)
6.
If something is God’s will, does that make it right for a Christian to do?    If so, it was right to crucify the
Lord Jesus Christ!   (Acts 4:27-28)
7.
The generals of the army have stated many times that a soldier must be taught to hate the enemy before he can become a good soldier.   Should a Christian have this attitude toward his enemy?
8.
Should not a Christian have the attitude of Jesus (“Forgive them, for they know not what they do;” Luke 23:34) and Stephen (“Lay not this sin to their charge;” Acts 7:60), both praying for their enemies?    This IS God’s command to Christians. (I Pet. 2:21f;
Mat. 5:43f)
9.
Jesus told his twelve disciples to be “wise as serpents but harmless as doves . . .”. (Mat. 10:16)  Is this not to be the attitude of a Christian?
10.
Jesus told Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews . . .”.  (John 18:36)  He told Peter, “Put up again thy sword into its place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”  (Mat. 26:51)   Hence one may not take up arms to defend God’s Kingdom, nor may he avenge himself.  (Rom. 12:19)   May he avenge for a carnal sinful government?
11.
Does the conversion of Cornelius prove anything about a Christian and warfare?   If the scriptures teach that a Christian should not be involved in carrying out God’s vengeance, then one may assume that Cornelius quit when he learned;  if not, then one may assume that Cornelius continued.   Therefore, we must simply rely on what the Bible teaches and make no assumptions about Cornelius.    An argument based on Cornelius is no better that the argument that we should baptize babies since all of Lydia’s household were baptized.
12.
God does require justice and vengeance on sinners, but our task is saving, not killing them.
II Tim 2: 24And the Lord’s servant must not strive, but be gentle towards all, apt to teach, forbearing, 25in meekness correcting them that oppose themselves; if peradventure God may give them repentance unto the knowledge of the truth, 26and they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him unto his will.
(Is it possible to love our enemy, pray for him while we are trying to do him harm?)
In conclusion, think again on the words of our Lord and His prophets:
To the disciples as Jesus sent them thru Israel preaching:   “Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16) and:
“Fear not him who can destroy the body, but rather fear Him who can destroy both body and soul in hell”  (Matt.
10:28)
And through Isaiah to the peoples of Israel:
“11For Jehovah spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me not to walk in the way of this people, saying, 12Say ye not, A conspiracy, concerning all whereof this people shall say, A conspiracy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be in dread thereof. 13Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye sanctify; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.  14And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”    (Isaiah 8:11ff)
Please prayerfully consider Rom. 12:20-21 and Rom. 13:9-10
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