Genesis 22:1-18
Abraham Offers Isaac

2
“thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest” – the emphasis is on a big (hard to make) sacrifice

3
“rose up early in the morning” - eager to obey even though we know he didn’t want to do it

8
“God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” – God did here (verse 13), and God did later (John 1:29)

12
“now I know that thou fearest God” – evidently God chose not to know before this test; God has absolute foreknowledge, but can limit himself in that regard if he wants

12
“now I know that thou fearest God” – which, along with keeping His commandments, is our whole duty (Eccl 12:13)

12
“thou has not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me” – we must put God first even before our family (Matt 10:37 – “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:  and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”)
17
“I will bless thee, and … multiply thy seed” - because Abraham obeyed God, God blessed him and gave him many descendants

18
“in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” - God blessed all peoples of the earth thru Abraham’s descendant Jesus (Gal 3:8,14)
Applications:

· are we willing to make hard sacrifices for God, or do we only obey Him when it is easy ?

· have we ever had to make a sacrifice for God that is close to what Abraham was asked to do here ?

· are we eager to obey God, or do we procrastinate long enough that opportunities are lost ?

· are we keeping all of God’s commandments, even when we don’t understand why (Heb 11:19) ?

· are we letting family or friends affect how we serve the Lord and what we stand for ?

· are we taking advantage of the sacrifice of Jesus by following Abraham in obedient faith ?

