
Attending Sporting Events Where The

Athletes Are Wearing Immodest Clothing
Gen 3:7 what they were wearing was about like shorts


10, 21 Adam still recognized himself as "naked" by Adam and God

This lesson is not primarily about what is modest and what is not; both Tommy and I have taught on that before (see Ron Halbrook's or Greg Gwin's material for more information on shorts and other immodest clothing).  Knowing shorts are wrong, this lesson is about attending sporting events where the athletes are wearing immodest clothing:  basketball, volleyball, swim meets, some ladies softball, ladies golf, etc.

Many Christians recognize that shorts are immodest, but still attend opposite sex sporting events where shorts and/or other immodest clothing is worn:

1.
nakedness is wrong, therefore also wrong to look at nakedness on purpose

2.
Mt 5:28 - attending events where immodest clothing is worn is wrong because it could cause us to lust, and it is wrong to put yourself into a place of unnecessary temptation on purpose Mt 6:13, 26:41, I Cor 8, etc.

-
some say, "but I don't lust so it is o.k." - by that reasoning, it would be o.k. to visit a nudist colony, as long as everybody there was fat & ugly

-
it is not just if we would lust, but if it is immodest

3.
I Tim 2:9 - shamefacedness - "sense of shame" about nakedness - should work both ways (we should also be bashful about seeing others who are in immodest clothing) - not only are shorts immodest, but in almost all sports the bodily positions of the athletes frequently exposes even more skin

Same principle as the following questions:

-
o.k. to go to prom if you don't dance yourself?  No, because we shouldn't be looking at the lascivious movements (Gal 5:19).

-
o.k. to go to the bathing suit portion of a beauty contest?

-
o.k. to attend gospel music concerts that use instrumental music?

-
o.k. to spend time at the beach as long as we are dressed modestly?

-
o.k. to attend movie with nudity in it, as long as we are dressed modestly?

Somebody might say, what if someone showed up at worship services with shorts on; do we have to leave?  No, that would be incidental; at basketball games, shorts are the way the featured attaction is dressed.

I quit going to Alabama (same sex) basketball games in about 1982:

-
I was, in effect, supporting what they were doing (the wearing of shorts)

-
especially if pay to get in, then supporting the wearing of shorts II Jn v.11

There has been gradual but much compromise on the shorts issue among Christians, even just since I became a Christian in 1981.  Now, if you go to a get together of Christian young people on a warm Saturday afternoon, many or most will be in shorts.

