Blessed ≠ Happy
It seems like I’ve heard a preacher or two over the years say that “blessed” always means “happy,” but I doubt that is the case.

Here is the definition for the Greek word from Vines’ Expository Dictionary Of New Testament Words:  “to cause to prosper, to make happy, to bestow blessings on”
Examples:

Mark 10:15-16

Luke 2:34

Luke 24:50-51

Acts 3:25-26

Another example - in the beatitudes of Matthew 5:3-12, it may be that the people who possess these characteristics will be happy, but that is not the point.  The point is that if we demonstrate these characteristics:

· We will be “blessed” by God.

· We will receive a blessing from God.

· We will be caused to prosper (spiritually) by God.  God will bestow His blessings on us.
In each case in the beatitudes, the blessing given is mentioned in the second half of the verse.

At first glance in my concordance, I didn’t see any uses of the word that would carry the meaning of happy, but there may be some.

People ought to be happy when they are blessed, but sometimes they aren’t.
