What Does “Born Again” Mean ?
John 3:3 Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God

John 3:5 Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit

born again = born of water and Spirit

“water” would be a reference to water baptism I Peter 3:21
“Spirit” would mean through the Holy Spirit’s teaching:

· born again … by the word of God, I Peter 1:23
· Ephesians 6:17 And take … the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God

there are two aspects to being born again, that is, becoming a new person

· first, we must get rid of all the sins we committed prior, to become new (clean)
· God takes care of this at water baptism (after meeting the other conditions) – Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 22:16

· second, we must change our life, become a new (different) person – born again and new man/creature are the same analogy
· Ephesians 4:22, 24

· Romans 6:4, 6

· II Corinthians 5:17

· Colossians 3:9, 10

· Galatians 6:15

other related passages – Colossians 3:5, Luke 9:23 (deny self), Galatians 5:24 Rom 6:11, I Peter 1:3
There is nothing miraculous about this process, unless you count God forgiving us of our sins as a miracle.  God does not miraculously make or force us to become a new person; He asks us to become a new creature through the teaching of the gospel (John 6:44-45).  God’s part is to take care of the sins we have committed in the past.  It is up to us to become that new (changed, different, better) person.
