Be Careful About Which Passages Refer To Water Baptism
Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it (the church) with the washing of water by the word.

· mentions water so probably an allusion to water baptism

· compare to John 3:5 Except a man be born of water and the Spirit = water baptism thru the teaching of the Holy Spirit thru his word (also compare similarly to Acts 2:41 and I Cor 12:13)
· compare both to I Peter 1:23 Being born again … by the word of God …
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out …
· looks a lot like Acts 2:38 with “converted” substituted for “baptized” but I doubt that proves the two terms refer to the same thing in these two verses
· converted refers to the wholesale change that takes place in a person’s life – repentance is the change of mind leading to that change in life

· “convert” at Dictionary.com:

· to change (something) into a different form or properties; transmute; transform

· to cause to adopt a different religion, political doctrine, opinion, etc.: to convert the heathen
Titus 3:5 … according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration …
· not directly referring to baptism (water not mentioned as in Eph 5:26), but the washing away of sins that occurs when one is regenerated (born again)

· does that washing away of sins happen at baptism?  yes, but you learn that from other passages (like Acts 22:16). this verse is like Revelation 1:5, Matthew 26:28 - talking about forgiveness, and we learn elsewhere that occurs when we are baptized
Alexander Campbell is not doing very well in the debate I am reading with Rice, because Campbell keeps making false arguments for the truth (mostly broad generalizations that are too broad), and therefore it is easy for Rice to make his position look bad, even though Campbell has the truth.
