Circumcision – Does It Represent All Works?
Passages like Acts 15:1-2 teach that circumcision is not required anymore.

Do all works/commandments, even new testament commandments, fall into the same category as circumcision, meaning you don’t have to obey any commandments in order to be saved?
Notice the context of Acts 15:

· v.5b – "That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses”

· v.28-29 – some commandments were still required even by that context
· 13:39 “could not be justified by the law of Moses”

Notice Galatians 5:2-4 teaches that the “whole law” falls into the same category as circumcision.  We are not bound to keep the law anymore.

What law is that (according to the context of Galatians 5)?:

· Galatians 4:21 section speaking to those who “desire to be under the law”

· v.24 – “covenant [law] … from the mount Sinai”

· v.30 “cast out [not in force anymore] the bondwoman and her son”

· v.25 “for this Agar [“in bondage” – the bondwoman] is mount Sinai”
· obviously then we are talking about the law of Moses in this context
All new testament commandments do not fall into the same category as circumcision:
· I Corinthians 7:19 “Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God” – some commandments don’t fall into the same category as circumcision; they are required in the same sense that circumcision is not
· Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city” – some commandments today are required for salvation and therefore not like circumcision

Conclusion:  The “circumcision is not required” passages are not teaching that zero commandments/works are required (that our salvation is not conditioned upon obedience – Hebrews 5:9, Matthew 7:21), but that the old testament law is not binding anymore.
