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Does the Exception Apply Today?


Some Christians teach that there is no scriptural ground for divorce.  They say that, in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9, Jesus was merely explaining the meaning of the Law of Moses regarding divorce.  There was debate among the Jews about the matter; some contended that under the Law of Moses, divorce was permissible only for fornication, while others argued that it was allowed for any reason, no matter how trivial.  Jesus was merely settling this controversy showing that under Moses' law, divorce was permitted only for fornication (Deuteronomy 24:1-2 "uncleanness" = fornication).  Passages "on this side of the cross" like I Corinthians 7:10 and Romans 7:1-3 show no exception and therefore there is no exception for us today.

A.  "uncleanness" not equal to fornication


1.
uncleanness - (Young) a thing offensive (term is vague and indefinite 



in meaning, not specific to fornication)


2.
Leviticus 20:10 death was the punishment for adultery, not a bill of



divorcement (Deuteronomy 24:1)

B.
Jesus' teaching was not the same as Moses' law


1.
Leviticus 20:10 adulterer to be put to death; Matthew 19:9 they



could be put away


2.
Deuteronomy 24:1-2 one who was divorced had the right to remarry;



Matthew 19:9 they didn't

C.
Context  Matthew 5:31 references Deuteronomy 24:1, Matthew 5:32


begins with "But"

Most of this was taken from the Guardian of Truth, 2-21-1985, pg.101, by


Johnny Stringer.


