Forgiving Others Is Required
Someone has rightly said, “When we are unforgiving, we burn the very bridge over which we ourselves must pass to get to God.”

Matthew 6:14-15 – “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

If we don’t forgive, then neither will God forgive us.

Luke 17:3 – “Take heed to yourselves:  If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.”
So (just like God) we don’t forgive until the offender repents.  This doesn’t mean hold a grudge or treat them mean; instead it simply means that we continue to tell them they need to repent in order to go to heaven.  Forgiving someone before they repent gives them the false assurance of heaven.
But the bottom line is that we must be ready and willing to forgive someone at the moment they repent.  And when they do repent, it is required that we forgive them.
