
Wed eve talk, ST, Nov 28, 1984 (corrected)

I Cor 8

v.   8  Context - talking about something that is not unclean in itself.

v. 13  We are not to do it if it makes our "brother to offend" (stumble).

          How do we "make my brother to offend"?

            Our sitting "at meat in the idol's temple" (v. 10) results in him

            eating the meat "as a thing offered unto an idol" (v. 7).

v. 11  He is condemned if he eats the meat "as a thing offered unto an

        idol" (worshipping the idol), something wrong in itself!  He also does

          wrong when he does something that is right in itself but that he

          thinks is wrong (vs. 7,10,12 (Acts 23:1), Romans 14:14, etc.)

v. 12  We are condemned if we "sit at meat in the idol's temple" (not

          as worship to the idol), something that is not wrong in itself in this

          context but is wrong because it causes the brother to do wrong!

This chapter condemns doing something that might otherwise be right in          itself but gives the appearance of involvement in sin (II Cor 8:21). 

    1.  Going to a bar.                                                                                            2.  Going to a place where they show alot of dirty movies, etc.

This chapter does not condemn:

    1.  Demanding that a man abstain from wrong even though he thinks it

         is right (e.g. living with an unscriptural wife).  Some think that in a

         case  such as this, that "we must not demand repentance as we might

         cause him to violate his conscience - the man does wrong if he keeps

         the wife (adultery) AND does wrong if he divorces her (violates his

         conscience."  No, we must teach his conscience and urge him to leave!

    2.  Avoiding discussions with someone about their sin as we might hurt

         their feelings.

Illustration:

   Bill sees Fred go into a bar and order a drink (he can't tell that it was just 

   a coke, he assumes it was alcoholic).  Bill reasons, "If Fred did it, it must

   be alright," so Bill drinks an alcoholic beverage.  Bill has sinned.  Fred has 

   made "my brother to offend" (v. 13).  Fred has sinned "against 

   Christ" (v. 12).

SUMMARY STATEMENT:  Abstain from all appearance of evil (I Thess 5:22).


