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The Kingdom

John 6:14-15 many were expecting a physical king

John 18:36 but that was not Jesus’ intention
unfortunately people today are making the same mistake
The kingdom is now in existence:
· Daniel 2:44 Daniel predicted the kingdom would be set up in the days of the fourth kingdom, the Roman empire (Dan 2:1,36-44).
1st kingdom = head of gold = lion (7:4) = Babylon (2:28,38) – 605-538 BC
2nd kingdom = breast and arms of silver = bear (7:5) = ram (8:3) = Media and Persia (8:20) – 538-331 BC
3rd kingdom = belly and thighs of brass = leopard (7:6) = goat (8:5) = Grecia (8:21) – 331-146 BC

4th kingdom = legs and feet of iron = terrible beast (7:7) – shall devour the whole earth = Rome – 146 BC – 500 AD
· Daniel 7:13-14 Jesus is given the kingdom when he comes to God (in 1st century), not when he comes to the earth (at end of world)
· Matthew 3:2 John the Baptist preached that the kingdom was "at hand" (Vines - near with reference to time).
· Mark 9:1 The kingdom was going to come before everybody who was standing there died.
· Luke 23:50-51 Joseph of Arimathaea, the man who buried Jesus, was waiting for the kingdom of God.
· Acts 2:30b-31a … he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ …

· I Corinthians 15:23-24 Instead of setting up the kingdom when He comes again, Christ shall deliver up the kingdom to God.
· Colossians 1:13 Paul and others were in the kingdom.  Without question, the kingdom was in existence at that time.
· Hebrew 12:28 The writer of Hebrews indicates the existence of the kingdom in the first century.
· Revelation 1:9 John was in the kingdom when he wrote the book of Revelation.  It was in existence at that time.
Luke 17:20-21 The Kingdom is King Jesus and all who subject themselves to His rule.

