
Paradise on Earth?

A.
Ecclesiastes 1:4 "the earth abideth forever"


II Peter 3:10 "the earth ... shall be burned up"

1.
"Is this a contradiction?"  No, the term "for ever" is used many times to stand for a long period time, e.g., the rest of a person's life (Exodus 21:6) or the rest of the dispensation (Exodus 12:14,17, Numbers 18:8 but Heb 7:12).

2.
"O.K., but what does Ecclesiastes 1:4 mean when it says 'the earth abideth forever?'"  The term is used to contrast the permanency of the earth with the temporalness of a human life, a generation.

B.
"What about Matthew 5:5, 'Blessed are the meek:  for they shall inherit the earth?'"

1.
If you'll notice, the beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12) are describing characteristics that we as Christians today must have in order to receive the spiritual rewards God has provided for us.  The passage is not describing some future paradise on earth after Christ comes back (II Peter 3:10), but is Christ' promise to Christians that we can inherit the earth today even as we are meek.

2.
"How have Christians inherited the earth today?  It looks like the wordly (the proud) have inherited the earth to me."  To be consistent with the context (see point B.1 above), the meek "shall inherit the earth" in a spiritual sense.  I Corinthians 3:22 (the world is ours) and Matthew 6:33 are passages that might teach the exact same thing that Matthew 5:5 is teaching.


