
The Unjust Steward

(Luke 16:1-13)

"And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of

unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting

habitations." (v. 9)

vs.1-7

Read noting the dishonesty of the steward.

v. 8
Jesus is not commending the dishonesty of the steward (Rahab the



harlot was not commended for her lying, but for her faith,



Heb 11:31) but the preparation for the future by the steward.


The children of light would do well to prepare as much for their



spiritual future as the children of this world prepare for their 

physical future.

v. 9
It does not read "Make to yourselves friends of the friends of the



mammon of unrighteousness"


Read ASV, note "by the mammon of unrighteousness".  "they may



receive you" makes no sense with "of" (object of "they" would be



money).


"when ye fail" - probably talking about death, the spiritual parallel



to the steward getting fired (v. 2).


"everlasting habitations" - heaven, the spiritual parallel to the



steward being received into his friends houses (v. 4).


Paraphrase of verse - Use your money wisely, helping others



(Matthew 25:35-36), so that when you die, these friends may



receive you (not in the sense of judge you to go there, God does



that, but in the  sense of receiving you with open arms) into



heaven.

vs.10-11
God will not trust to you (much) the true riches (Matthew 6:20)




if your are unfaithful with (the least) your money.

v.12
Physically the unjust steward was not faithful in that which was



another man's, spiritually we must be faithful in that which is



another's (God's) to receive heaven.

v.13
We cannot serve God while being dishonest or selfish with our



money (material possessions).

Summary of passage - Learn a lesson from the people of the world (v. 8).


They use their money to prepare for their future physically (v. 1-8).


Likewise we should use our material possessions wisely, helping


others (v. 9), so that we can receive a spiritual home with God in


heaven (vs. 9-12).  Any other way of looking at our money shows


that we are putting money ahead of God (v. 13, Mt 19:21-22).


Mt 25:41-43, Gal 6:10, James 1:27, James 2:14-17



