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Weightier matters of the law

Matthew 23:23 - Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW, judgement, mercy, and faith:  these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

A.
lighter matters - "these ought ye to have done"

B.
weightier matters -


Why is the emphasis placed here?  not sure, but maybe ...



Matthew 15:17-20 get the heart strait, and the outside will naturally




follow



Matthew 22:36-40 if you practice these two commandments you will




necessarily practice all the commandments


1.
judgement - (Barnes) Justice to others, as magistrates, neighbours,




citizens.  Giving to all their just dues.



If we have the attitude that we are always going to treat everybody




fair and square (not trying to get something from them we don't




deserve) then passages like Ephesians 4:28 and Luke 6:38 will be




fulfilled.


2.
mercy - (Barnes) Compassion and kindness to the poor and




miserable.



If we develop true love toward our fellow man then we will have no




trouble obeying passages like Galatians 6:10 and James 1:27.


3.
faith - (Barnes) Piety toward God; confidence in him.  Faith in God




here means that we are to give to him what is his due; as mercy




and justice mean to do to men, in all circumstances, what is right




toward them.



True and unhypocritical obedience as described by passages like




Hebrews 11:17-19 and Hebrews 11:30 can only result from a




proper faith in God.


