Witnessing
Many criticize denominational people for using the term “witnessing” to refer to what we sometimes call “personal work.”

But the term “witnessing” is just as scriptural as “personal work.”

There are other types of witnesses other than eye-witnesses.  As a matter of fact, most witnesses in a courtroom are not eye-witnesses.

witness – (Random House) to bear witness to; testify to; give or afford evidence of

Let’s be careful not to criticize denominations for their terminology simply because we are jealous that they thought of a term first.  That distracts from us talking about the real problem – their false doctrine.

For example …

Heb 12:1 is not saying the great people of faith of chapter 11 were eye-witnesses of anything necessarily, but that they give evidence to us by their spiritual successes that we can do it too.

Matt 24:14 I am not 100% sure what the idea of witness here is, but it is certainly connected to preaching to others, and is not talking about being an eye-witness of anything.
Luke 11:48 “give or afford evidence” by building their tombs; has nothing to do with being an eye-witness.
John 5:36 Jesus’ miracles are not eye-witnesses, but do prove His acceptance by God.

Acts 15:8 had nothing to do with being an eye-witness, but providing evidence that Gentiles could be saved also.

Rom 2:15 their conscience is not an eye-witness, but certainly provided evidence
Heb 2:4 God gave them witness with evidence

Instead of wasting our time criticizing people for using the term “witness,” we should be witnessing to them.  We should bear witness of the truth by our lives; we should testify to the truth verbally, and we should be giving evidence for what we believe the truth to be.

Our commission is to preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15).  Are we doing that in our daily lives?  In NT times, every Christian went out preaching the word (Acts 8:4).

