Is Your Preaching

Telling You The Truth?

Have you considered the consequences if the one who stands in the pulpit where you worship is not preaching the truth? Error believed, even if it is offered by one who is sincere, is tragic. For that reason we ask that you “examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith” (2 Cor. 13:5).

Is his source of

authority anything other

Than the Bible?
In their attempt to justify a doctrine or a practice, some religious leaders will appeal to unreliable sources for their authority. Some adhere to a creed endorsed by their denomination. Creeds are written by and for those who do not consider the Bible to be adequate or understandable. Others may not have a formal creed, but rely on traditions, which are merely beliefs handed down from generation to generation by fallible men. Still others appeal to feelings or personal experiences, which in themselves are unreliable and have a tendency to deceive. The only reliable source of authority is God’s inspired word. Indeed, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). What more do we need? If your minister, or anyone, preaches anything other than the gospel just as it is revealed in the Bible, it is error, and God’s word instructs you to “let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-10).

Does he teach

that you were born

a sinner?
A popular doctrine of men that is being taught from many pulpits claims that we, at birth, inherited the sins of our parents. While it is true that we may inherit some of the consequences of our parents’ sins, the Bible clearly tells us that “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son…” (Ezk. 18:20). The Lord, Jesus Christ, also made it clear that little children are not held accountable for sin. To adult sinners He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3). If your preacher is teaching anything other than what Jesus taught on this subject, he’s not teaching the truth!

Does he say that baptism

isn’t required for

salvation?
The fact that Jesus included baptism as one of the conditions of salvation (Mk. 16:16), and the apostles commanded baptism “for the remission of sins” (Ac. 2:38), has not deterred men from teaching an opposite view. Perhaps, when discussing forgiveness, you’ve heard your preacher say that baptism is merely “an outward sign of an inward grace.” Where did he get that idea? He didn’t get it from the Bible! The Bible teaches that “There is also an antitype which now saves us, namely baptism…”(1 Pet. 3:21). Truly, the blood of Christ is the cleansing agent (1 Pet. 1:18-19), but that blood is applied when one does what Jesus told him to do, including baptism. Many preachers instruct those who want to be saved to pray for the Lord Jesus to enter their hearts. You won’t find that in your Bible. Salvation is “in Christ” (2 Tim. 2:10). One who is not “in Christ” must get “into Christ” if he is to be saved. There are only two places in the Bible where we are told how one gets “into Christ” and both of them say we are “baptized into Christ”  (Rom 6:3; Gal. 3:27). If your preacher says otherwise, he’s not telling the truth.

Has he assured you that

once saved, you can’t fall

from grace?
It is a cruel hoax when men leave the impression that one can continue in sin and expect God’s grace to abound (see Rom. 6:1-2). While it is true that God will never abandon His children, it is quite evident that a child of God can depart from Him and lose his eternal inheritance. The Bible refers to those whose faith had “suffered shipwreck” (1 Tim. 1:19), and others who had “become estranged from Christ” to the point that they had “fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4). Advocates of the doctrine of “once saved, always saved” will claim that such people never really were saved, but that doesn’t even make sense. You can’t fall from grace unless you are in grace. Furthermore, the apostle Paul’s concern for maintaining his own faithfulness lest he “become disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:27) makes sense only if that is possible. The security of the believer is real. God’s word gives us a list of powerful outside influences, none of which are “able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39). Missing from that list is sin we will not confess.

Does he tell you that

one church is as good

as another?
It is considered impolite in our religiously diverse society to claim that there is only one true church. However, it is biblically incorrect to suggest otherwise. The church that Christ built is described as “the pillar and ground of the truth”  (1 Tim. 3:15). The various churches that men have built teach different and conflicting doctrines. God’s word reveals that there is “one body” as well as “one faith” (Eph. 4:4-5), and that we should “all speak the same thing” (1 Cor. 1:10). Because there are so many churches today, the inclination is to “choose the church of your choice.” However, our aim should be to choose the church of God’s choice. The apostles warned that after their death false teachers would lead many into error (see 2 Thess. 2:11-12). God left us His word as the seed, making it possible for every generation to reproduce the one, true church. Therefore, if you seek for the church which pleases God, you must look for one which relies solely on the Bible for authority.

Is he reluctant to

defend his teachings in

public forum?
Christians are given the charge to “always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15). Surely one who publicly proclaims what he believes to be the gospel will also be willing to defend his teaching publicly. We stand ready to defend in public or private not only what we have written herein, but all that we teach and practice.

If you are offended by this

challenge to your faith…
Some may be upset that we have taken such a direct approach in challenging what is taught and practices in other churches. It is not our purpose to offend anyone, but to challenge and encourage you to seek truth. If anything we have written is error, we welcome correction. If not, “have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” (Gal. 4:16).

