Is Faith A Gift?

Robert Allen posted on Facebook on 7-25-2026 “If you believe your works saved you, you are relying on yourself and not on God at all.”  To which I responded with a parallel – “If you believe your faith saves you, then you are relying on yourself (your faith) and not on God at all."

Robert replied with the usual Calvinistic come back to that - “You have to be given the faith as a gift of God. You cannot choose to believe on your own.”  He gave Ephesians 2:8-9 as proof that “faith is a gift.”

First, Ephesians 2:8-9 is not saying faith is a gift; instead, salvation is the gift in that text.  The passage is saying salvation does not originate with man, but with God.  A.T. Robertson, in his "Word Pictures in the New Testament," explained, "'Grace' is God's part, 'faith' ours.  ‘And that’ (‘kai touto’).  Neuter, not feminine ‘taute,’ and so refers not to ‘pistis’ (feminine) [faith] or to ‘charis’ (feminine also) [grace], but to the act of being saved by grace conditioned on faith on our part.  Paul shows that salvation does not have its source ... in men, but from God."  (Vol. IV, page 525)

But we could accurately say “faith is a gift” in the same sense that repentance is said to be a gift.  Acts 11:18b reads “Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.”  But God doesn’t give repentance to the sinner in the sense that He forces it on him.  No, instead Romans 2:4 says “the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.”

So repentance isn’t forced upon the sinner and neither is faith.  Romans 10:17 proves that by saying “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  And so does Romans 1:16 when it reads “the gospel … is the power of God unto salvation.”  Paul was sent to the Gentiles to “open their eyes” (Acts 22:17-18), but nobody thinks that means Paul used force to get Gentiles to accept Christ.  No, we all understand Paul accomplished that through persuasion (“knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men” – II Corinthians 5:11a).  And so does God use divine persuasion, through Paul and other Christians preaching His word.  Ephesians 6:17b confirms this when it says “the sword of the Spirit (the tool the Holy Spirit uses to do his job – convict and convert - ptd) … is the word of God.”

Robert tried to bolster is point by arguing that since we are “dead in … sins” according to Ephesians 2:1, then we don’t have the ability to choose to do right (to choose to have faith).  But he doesn’t really believe his own argument, because that logic would mean Christians don’t have to ability to choose to sin - since we are “dead to sin” according to Romans 6:2 and 11.  Thayer’s definition for the Greek word translated “dead” in Ephesians 2:1 is “inactive as respects doing right,” so Paul’s use of the word doesn’t imply a sinner doesn’t have to ability to choose to serve God (Josh 24:15 confirms).  God is smart enough to reveal His word such that people can read and understand it (Ephesians 3:3-4).

Illustration:  Our daily bread is also a gift from God (Matthew 6:11), but Calvinists agree that doesn't mean God supernaturally rains bread down from heaven like He did with the Israelites in the wilderness.  No, God gives it to us through means (usually a job that we work). He also gives us faith in the same way, not through force, but through the means of teaching and learning the word of God (read John 6:45 and you will see that is so).

Robert then argued the carnal mind cannot submit to God (Rom 8:7) unless he is born again (regenerated), but I don’t think Robert really believes his own argument, because he agrees the Corinthian Christians were expected to change from being carnally minded to spiritually minded (according to I Corinthians 1:2,3:1-3) without being born again again.  The point is even Calvinists believe a carnally minded person can change to become spiritually minded (without being regenerated), and then he is able and will submit to God.

The truth is God (the blood of Christ) saves us; faith and obedience are just conditions we must meet to be saved by that death (II Thess 1:8-9).  Faith is a work that we do (John 6:29), so if salvation by grace rules out meeting conditions, then that would rule out faith by the same token.  Just like the actions of walking in Joshua 6:3-5, dipping in II Kings 5:9-14, looking in Numbers 21:4-9, and washing in John 9:6-7 were only conditions they had to meet to get a physical blessing, but those actions didn't actually do the trick; God did the trick. That is what Ephesians 2:8-9 is saying, not that we don't have to do anything to be saved, but that what we have to do is not what does the trick; God (Jesus' death/blood) does the trick.
