How Many Sins Does It Take?

If a person is walking on a road, and he steps off the road, then he is no longer walking on the road until he steps back onto the road, correct?  Similarly, when a Christian sins, he steps out of the light.  Remember I John 1:5 says there is “no darkness (sin) at all” in the light.  Read verse 5 and 7 together and tell me where I am missing it on this detail.

Ask yourself how many sins did it take for Peter to stop “walking uprightly according to the truth of the gospel” in Gal 2:14?  If you agree it was only one, then can you then see how it only takes one sin to change one’s “walk”?  Now apply that same logic to I John 1:7. The truth is - “walking in the light” is the same thing as us saying “doing what the Bible says.”  And if we commit even one little sin, are we “doing what the Bible says” as we commit it?

Now let’s think some Bible examples (Old Testament and new) that confirm this is so:
· How many sins did it take for Adam and Eve to be considered outside the light of God’s word, and die spiritually?
· How many sins for Uzza when he touched the ark in I Chron 13:7-10?
· How many sins for Peter for Jesus to call him “Satan” in Matt 16:23?
· How many sins for Ananias and Saphira in in Acts 5:1-11?
· How many sins for King Saul to lose the monarchy in I Sam 13:7-14?
· How many sins did it take for God to strike Nadab and Abihu dead in Lev 10:1-2?
· How many sins did it take for Peter to be called a “sinner” in Gal 2:17?
· How many sins did it take for the Christian Simon to be “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity” in Acts 8:23?

I can read that Acts 8:22 and I John 1:9 require a Christian to repent of, pray, and confess his sins to be forgiven of them.  Do you disagree?  Why is that not a hard and fast rule just like a sinner has to believe, repent, and be baptized to be forgiven of his sins is a hard and fast rule?  Do you know of any verse that teaches a Christian can be forgiven without meeting the conditions of repentance and confession?  I am all ears.

Do you know any verses that say as long as you keep your sins under a certain number or as long as you only commit little sins, you don’t have to repent to be forgiven of them?  Let’s think about a test case a friend Larry brought up in Wednesday night Bible study on 5-20-2026.  If we say one cuss word (Eph 4:29), are the wages of that sin death like Rom 6:23 asserts?, does that sin separate us from God like Isa 59:2 proclaims, or since we think it is small, then we don’t have to be concerned about it? - just make sure we repent of the big sins like rape and murder?  Isn’t that the Catholic doctrine of mortal and venial sins?
