Partaking Of Other Men’s Sins

I Timothy 5:22b neither be partaker of other men’s sins:  keep thyself pure

Rev 18:4 Come out of her … that ye be not partakers of her sins

Eph 5:6-7 Be not ye therefore partakers with … the children of disobedience

Psa 50:18 thou sawest a thief … thou consentedst with him, and  hast been partaker with adulterers

It is possible (and sinful) to participate in another man’s sin without committing the sin directly ourself
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Can any man here guess what the above instrument is used for?

Revelation 21:8 - … murderers … shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

It would be wrong to use this device for its intended purpose of course.  What about being the engineer who designs it?  Wrong to manufacture it?  Sell it?  Advertise it?  Invest in companies that sell it?  Deliver it to hospitals?

We can be a partaker in other men’s sins by helping them sin, or by encouraging them in their sin …

II John 10-11 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

Eph 5:11 have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness

Luke 23:50-51 Joseph … of Arimathaea … had not consented to the counsel and deed of them

Acts 8:1,22:20 Saul was consenting unto his (Stephen’s) death

Applications (we would all agree with) of not committing a particular sin yourself, but being an accomplice to it …

· Eph 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more - drive the get-a-way car for bank robbers (we would be charged with “armed” robbery)
· I Cor 6:9 … fornicators … shall not inherit the kingdom of God – knowingly give a ride to someone to meet up with a prostitute
· I Cor 6:9 … homosexuals … will not inherit the kingdom of God (NKJV) - be a participating member of a gay church, or attend a gay wedding ceremony
· I Cor 14:34-35 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak … for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. - elders assigning a woman to preach from the pulpit
· Revelation 21:8 - … murderers … shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. – paying a hit man (you don’t commit murder directly yourself)

· Matt 15:9,14 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men … Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. - donating to the Salvation Army (which leads people astray doctrinally).  And doesn’t the United Way donate to the Salvation Army?
· I Cor 8:10-12 … if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?  But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. – whenever our example emboldens another to violate their conscience
· Matt 5:32a … whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery … - causing someone else to commit sin, any sin

But also consider the following …

We should be “conscientious objectors” …

Romans 12:19-21 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

Matt 5:43-44 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you – The situation I know of where the OT authorized hating the enemy was in killing national enemies, like when David killed Goliath.  So Jesus is saying killing our enemy in war is not authorized anymore.

What about working on a defense contract? (not killing the enemy yourself, but helping others kill the enemy) - parallel to:
· not firing the big military gun but loading it
· not the Doctor performing the abortion but the engineer who designs the abortion causing device
· if I understand I Kings 11:6-11 correctly, Solomon didn’t sacrifice to the idols himself but built the high places for his wives to do so.  He was still guilty of “going after other gods” – parallel to a conscientious objector helping design/build offensive military weapons for our government
· Acts 7:58 evidently Saul didn’t throw a stone at Stephen, but was in the background aiding those who did

Once I talked to an elder at one of the larger NI churches in Athens about this and he justified his actions by saying “it was just a job.”

· Matt 19:9 … Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. - attend the wedding of an unscriptural marriage (even between two non-Christians).  Also a Christian lawyer who helps couples get unscriptural divorces
· I Cor 6:10 … drunkards … shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  (NKJV)  Richard Petty told his mother he wouldn't put a beer ad on his race car - did he stick with that?  Bill Wilson asked me about the propriety of driving a grocery delivery truck that included wine
· Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. - buying music (or paying for a music concert) that has cussing (paying them to cuss)
· Matt 5:28 … whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. – subscribers to Sports Illustrated are paying for models to undress for their swimsuit issue (even if they throw away that issue).  This is why I don’t have cable TV
· invest in a beer or pornography company (like via the Magellan stock market mutual fund)
· Gal 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness … - going to or renting a movie that has a sex scene in it or cussing (you are paying them to undress and cuss – the actors get royalties from all sales).
· Acts 19:19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. - passing along DVD movies with sex scenes (you wouldn’t pass along a Playboy magazine, would you?
· I Tim 2:9-10 … that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. - selling bikinis, low cut tops, short shorts at a clothing store
· paying to attend sporting events where players are dressed immodestly
· I Cor 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. - Brent Siota wouldn’t put up tobacco advertising displays while in college working at Revco Drug
· I Cor 11:15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering. - cutting a lady’s hair to a short or medium length in a hair salon
· Matt 5:34 … I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne - working as a bailiff swearing folks in at court
· Acts 18:5-6 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.  And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. - if we aren’t diligently trying to teach the lost - their blood will be upon our heads
· Acts 20:26-27,31 … I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God … Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. – leaving off preaching in gospel meetings on “controversial” subjects like - the covering I Cor 11:2-16, a wife and mother working full-time outside the home Tit 2:5, missing church for work or Little League Heb 10:25, fasting II Cor 11:27, withdrawing from relatives II Thess 3:6, taking bankruptcy Rom 13:8, Psa 37:21 …
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It would be wrong to use this device to perform an abortion.  What about design it?  Manufacture it?  Sell it?  Advertise it?  Invest in companies that profit from it?  Deliver it to hospitals?

Now that we understand the principle, can we now see these other applications I’ve mentioned, and perhaps many others you can think of?

Romans 1:32 not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them
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