
Prayeth or Prophesieth

I Corinthians 11:5

The phrase "prayeth or prophesieth" disproves five false views concerning the covering taught necessary by I Corinthians 11:2-16.  This lesson is not to show all the arguments that could be used against these views, but to show how the said phrase by itself answers each and every one of the five.

1.The "Custom" argument

Answer:  It certainly was not a custom for the non-Christian women to wear a covering when they prayed or prophesied.

2.The "Spiritual Gifts" argument

Answer:  Women pray today (see also v.13), they still need to be veiled today.

3.The "Spiritual Head" argument - "I Cor 11:5 teaches that a woman should cover her spiritual head (man) when she prays or prophesies.  This means that she covers man (her spiritual head) when she prays, she does not pray through man, but she prays through the Son to the Father just like man does.  Man does not cover his spiritual head (Christ), but prays through Christ to the Father."

Answer:  This theory fits prayer, but does not fit prophecy.  A woman does recognize (uncover) her spiritual head (man) when she prophesies, she must always teach under (I Tim 2:12), or apart (I Cor 14:34-35) from the man.

4.The "Long Hair is the Covering" argument

Answer:  The fact that a woman is told that she needs her covering when she prays or prophesies, indicates that it is right for her to be uncovered when she is not praying or prophesying, therefore showing that the covering is something worn temporarily, not permanently as the hair is.

5.The covering needs to be worn "Only in the Assembly" argument

Answer:  The phrase "prayeth or prophesieth" disproves this view also

a.This phrase tells when the covering should be worn (the passage never mentions the assembly).  Women should wear the covering exactly when the the Bible says to, (bind) no more and no less.

b.It cannot be "only in the assembly," as women are forbidden to prophesy in the assembly.

Conclusion:  If we just believe that Paul meant exactly what he said, and said exactly what he meant by the phrase "prayeth or prophesieth," we can understand the truth on the covering, and answer any of the five false beliefs concerning the covering listed above.


